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Kiltiernan/ Glenamuck Local Area Plan 2007

Section 1: Preamble

1.1 Background
The Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Development Plan, 
2004-2010, which was adopted and came into effect on 20 
April 2004, contains an objective (Objective 14 on Map 9), “To 
prepare a Local Area Plan for Kiltiernan”. That objective states 
further, “That no development takes place until a Local Area 
Plan is approved”. In response, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County 
Council commenced a pre-draft consultation process as a 
precursor to the preparation of Draft Local Area Plan (LAP) for 
Kiltiernan/Glenamuck in June 2004.

The Planning Department initiated the statutory1 Local Area 
Plan procedure for the Kilternan/Glenamuck area late 2006 
further to completion of the Glenamuck District Distributor 
Road Study (see Section 5), which study was required to provide 
essential input to the Plan in respect of future critical road 
infrastructure for the Area. This LAP Area is one of a number 
of urban development nodes identified in the 2004 County 
Development Plan. It is envisaged that the lands zoned for 
development purposes, primarily residential and employment, 
but including complementary local centre and community 
facilities, will in time generate a significant local population 
increase.

The County Development Plan, 2004-2010, sets out the broad 
strategic policies and objectives for the general environs. The 
primary purpose of the Local Area Plan is to indicate how these 
policies and objectives can be realised. 

The LAP area for Kiltiernan/Glenamuck is approximately 174 
hectares (ha) in extent. It is broadly bounded by De La Salle 
Palmerston Rugby Football Club and the Ballyogan Landfill to 
the north-west, the agricultural-zoned lands west of Enniskerry 
Road to the west, high amenity lands to the south, and the 
agricultural and high amenity zoned lands east of Glenamuck 
Road to the east. Fig. No. 1 shows the boundary of the LAP 
superimposed on the land-use zonings of the current County 
Development Plan.

1.2 Planning Legislation
A Local Area Plan, which is prepared having regard to 
appropriate Sections1 of the Planning and Development Act, 
2000 (as amended), sets out a strategy for the proper planning 

1 Sections 18, 19 and 20 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and 

Section 9 of the Amendment Act 2002.

and sustainable development of a specific area within a local 
authority and for a timescale as specified by the authority. The 
Plan must consist of a written statement and map or maps, 
which set out the local authorities’ objectives for the Plan area. 
The policies / objectives contained in a LAP must be consistent 
with the objectives of the Development Plan. A LAP may include 
objectives on any or all of the following as determined by the 
Planning Authority, following consultation with specified bodies 
and the local community:

•	 Land use zoning and density;

•	 Public open space;

•	 Private open space (gardens, balconies, etc);

•	 Car parking;

•	 Provision of infrastructure, including transport, energy, 
telecommunications, water supply, waste disposal and 
waste recovery;

•	 Conservation and protection of the environment, landscape 
and structures of architectural, historical, archeological, 
artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest;

•	 Provision of traveller accommodation;

•	 Detail on community facilities such as crèches, schools and 
amenities; and

•	 Standards for the design and development of structures 
such as scale, form, etc.

In addition, a LAP must include:

•	 Information on the likely significant effects on the 
environment of implementing the Plan.

Other legislation, guidelines and strategy documentation to be 
considered by the Planning Authority when preparing a Local 
Area Plan are listed in Appendix A.

A LAP is a legal document and must be prepared and adopted in 
a particular manner and within a strict timescale (see Table 1.1). 
The planning authority must indicate the period for which the 
Plan is to remain in force and may at any time amend or revoke 
the Plan.

When considering an application for permission within the 
boundary of a LAP, the planning authority or An Bord Pleanála 
must take account of the provisions set out in the LAP. The 
provisions of any relevant draft LAP may also be considered.

A LAP may be prepared by a local authority at any time and for 
any particular part of its functional area. Two or more planning 
authorities may co-operate in preparing a LAP where the area 
concerned crosses the boundaries of adjoining authorities.

The preparation, amendment or revoking of a LAP includes 
periods of consultation during which the input of the public, 
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Figure 1: Extract from Maps 9 & 13 of the County Development Plan 2004-2010
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interested bodies and service providers is invited and welcomed. 
The making of a LAP is a reserved function of Elected Members 
of the County Council (Councillors). The Elected Members can 
adopt, amend or revoke the Plan following consideration of any 
issues raised.

Table 1.1: Local Area Plan Process – Summary of 
Statutory Timeframe

Process Time 
period Week No.

1 Pre-Draft Consultation
2 Preparation of Draft Local 

Area Plan
3 Publish Notice of Draft LAP 

in Newspaper
4 Specify Display Period 6 weeks 0-6
5 Preparation of Manager’s 

Report on Submissions/
Observations & Submit to 
Elected Council Members

6 weeks 6-12

6 Members Make / Amend / 
Revoke LAP

6 weeks 12-18

7 Publish Notice of Proposed 
Variation or Modification

3 weeks 18-21

8 Public Display Material 
Amendments

4 weeks 21-25

9 Preparation of Manager’s 
Report on Submissions/
Observations on Proposed 
Variation/s & Submit to 
Elected Members

4 weeks 25-29

10 Members Make / Amend LAP 6 weeks 29-35
Total Time Frame Statutory 
Process

35 weeks

The Local Area Plan consists of the Written Statement and one 
Map. Should any conflict arise between the Written Statement 
and the Map, the Written Statement shall prevail.

1.3  Pre-draft Consultation
The pre-draft consultation phase is an important aspect of 
the initial preparatory work for a Local Area Plan given that it 
facilitates a community-led review process from the outset. The 
process undertaken for the pre-draft consultation comprised 
the following:

A. Public Notice Procedure & Consultation
A public notice was placed in the Irish Independent and Irish 
Times newspapers on Tuesday 15 June 2004. The intention 
of this notice was to invite interested parties or individuals 
to make submissions, observations, suggestions or forward 
ideas before the preparation of the Draft LAP. Submissions / 
observations were to be made either by post or e-mail during 
the six-week period to 27 July 2004.

B. Displays and Libraries
An Issues Paper was prepared by the Planning Department 
to stimulate public debate on the planning issues that the 
LAP might address and to assist the public when making 
submissions / observations in respect of the LAP. A list of what 
is normally included in a LAP, and a variety of guidelines and 
strategies that must be considered when preparing a LAP, were 
included as appendices. A guide to making a submission on a 
LAP, a map identifying the Plan area, and a proforma Submission 
Form were also prepared. This package of information and a 
map identifying the LAP area boundary were put on display in 
County Hall and the Dundrum Sub-office and copies were also 
available for inspection in each of the public libraries within the 
County.

The Public Notice, Issues Paper, Guide to making a submission, 
and proforma Submission Form were also available for viewing 
on the County Council’s website.

C. Forwarded Notification
A copy of all relevant documentation was forwarded to the 
following, for their information and/or input:

•	 Interested and Affected parties - including local residents’ 
associations, community fora and interest groups. 

•	 Relevant ‘Prescribed bodies’.

•	 Ward Councillors for the Ballybrack and Glencullen Electoral 
Areas.

D. Public Information Open Day
A Public Information Open Day was held on 23 June 2004 at 
Kiltiernan Country Market to further engage people in the 
consultation process. Representatives of the Council were in 
attendance to answer queries with respect to the LAP process 
and the specific Kiltiernan/Glenamuck LAP area. In addition 
to the display material, a colour pamphlet for the Information 
Day was also prepared for distribution. Attendees were also 
encouraged to sign the optional Attendance register. The day 
was well attended with a minimum of approximately 100 
people attending this information session.
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In tandem with the Open Day, the Kiltiernan Residents’ 
Association ran a schools planning competition in which 
children from the three local primary schools, namely Kilternan 
Primary School, Our Lady of the Wayside Primary School and 
Taobh na Coille Gaelscoil, drew up their ideas of a future 
Kiltiernan Village. The prize giving for the competition was held 
in the evening of the Open Day. 

E. Submissions/observations
Forty submissions were received. Submissions / observations 
lodged within the stipulated time period were, where 
appropriate (i.e. dealing with the proper planning and 
development of said area), taken into consideration during the 
preparation of the Draft Kiltiernan/Glenamuck LAP. The main 
issues raised are categorised below.

1. Pivotal issues

•	 The uniqueness / ambiance / character of Kiltiernan (rural 
village, relatively undeveloped, small population) will be 
significantly impacted upon.

•	 Development to expand the village community should be 
sensitively undertaken to optimise quality of life and to 
respect outstanding features.

•	 A contrary viewpoint was that the village could benefit 
from new development since it is currently poorly provided 
with commercial and other support facilities for the local 
community.

•	 The need to establish a focal point/civic centre.

•	 The involvement of locals is paramount in order to 
nurture a sense of ownership. Clear dialogue between 
residents, planners, developers and Councillors needs to be 
established.

2. Development controls & design

•	 The need for the LAP to provide clear guidelines in relation 
to urban design, densities, storey heights, materials, finishes, 
colours, etc.

•	 The physical shape and 3-dimensional impact of any 
proposed village development to be assessed.

•	 New development should not conflict with traditional 
(architectural) styles and, vernacular design elements should 
be used.

•	 (Local) granite to be used, where feasible.

•	 Sustainable development guidelines for new build to be 
acknowledged and incorporated as good practice.

3. Transport related

•	 Development should not proceed until the necessary 
transport infrastructure is in place.

•	 The need for traffic management measures to be 
implemented in the ‘village’ and environs.

•	 Possibilities regarding the re-alignment of roads and re-
assignment of road functions.

•	 The need to take cognisance of NRA requirements.

•	 The provision of regular feeder bus services.

•	 The need to develop an integrated pedestrian and cycle 
network.

•	 The upgrading/improvement of certain roads.

•	 Vehicular access to rezoned land parcels.

•	 The provision of adequate (public and private) parking, 
where appropriate.
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4. Community facilities

•	 The need to provide a range of community facilities and 
amenities for existing and future residents.

5. Other infrastructural services

•	 Infrastructure to be in place before development can 
proceed (development could be phased).

•	 The proposed sewer and water supply schemes currently 
underway to be reviewed to ensure that there is adequate 
provision to accommodate the full development of rezoned 
lands.

•	 The desirability of undergrounding the 220kV overhead 
powerlines.

•	 Requirements pertaining to future gas supply.

6. Open & green space and recreation

•	 Future developments to include the provision of green 
areas. A hierarchy of green areas – playgrounds, parks, ‘green’ 
walkways/recreational corridors, river walks, wildlife areas – 
to be provided within the LAP area. 

7. Environment

•	 The feasibility and desirability of the potential landfill at 
Ballycorus Valley is questioned.

•	 Proposed development should not be at the expense of the 
environment.

8. Historical, archaeological, cultural & tourism

•	 Acknowledgement of the underlying historical settlement 
pattern and current development form, in the design of new 
developments.

•	 Local names of historical/geographical relevance to be used 
for new development. Revert to ‘Kilternan’ spelling.

•	 Archaeology (protected features and buildings) and 
historical landscape features to be protected/conserved/
respected.

•	 Kiltiernan has the potential to become a centre for 
hill walking focussed on the natural landscape and 
archaeological & historical aspects. Trails (and/or linear 
parks) while being a tourism feature, would also provide a 
local amenity.

•	 Creation of a sculpture trail, involving local talent.

9. Residential

•	 Housing for people who live/work in the area to be 
prioritised.

•	 Dwellings provided to include a variety of unit types and 
sizes, and tenures. The concept of lifetime homes, and social 
cohesion to be encouraged.

•	 Phasing of development in order to assess changing trends.

•	 Traveller accommodation if and when provided, to comply 
with health and environmental laws, and area to be well 
landscaped and maintained.

10. Neighbourhood Centre/s

•	 Concerns were expressed regarding the extent and scale of 
the NC zonings, that there were two such centres, and the 
actual location of said centres and the affiliated incubator 
industries.

•	 The centre to be pedestrian-friendly. There should be clear 
permeability and linkages between the centre and adjoining 
land uses.
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Figure 2: Kiltiernan/Glenamuck Local Area Plan Location




