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Section 8: 
Environmental 
Impacts as a result of 
implementing the Plan

8.1 Introduction
Section 19(4)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 
at June 2004) states that a LAP shall contain information on the 
likely significant effects on the environment of implementing 
the Plan. By highlighting the significant effects of the Plan’s 
strategy, policies and objectives, it is possible in the plan making 
process to:

•	 Avoid unnecessary harm to the local community and the 
natural and built environment.

•	 Mitigate impacts where they cannot be avoided.

•	 Identify positive benefits for the local community, the 
natural and built environment.

•	 Ensure that the Plan is moving towards sustainable 
development.

•	 Make a contribution to the future monitoring process by 
allowing resources to be focused on key areas of uncertainty.

In general terms the development strategy for the area covered 
by the LAP has incorporated the principle of sustainability. In 
this respect the protection of the environment as appropriate, 
has been integral to the Plan’s preparation.

Change resulting from economic and social development will 
have inevitable effects, both positive and negative, on the local 
community and on the natural and built environments. It is the 
purpose of this LAP to manage this change and to ensure that 
adverse impacts on the integrity of the environment and quality 
of life are mitigated and minimised.

Section 8.2 below sets out the identified significant effects of 
implementing the Plan, and what measures are available to 
minimise and mitigate any anticipated adverse effects.

8.2 Anticipated Environmental 
Impacts as a result of 
implementing the LAP

8.2.1 Human Beings
It is anticipated that the effect on existing human beings within 
the LAP area will be significant. The development of additional 
housing, employment and commercial lands will result in 
an increase in the built area of Kiltiernan/Glenamuck. In this 
respect the manner in which existing residents experience 
Kiltiernan village and its environs will alter and this will change 
over time as development areas mature. It is anticipated that 
the development of zoned lands will have significant impacts 
with increases in population and the necessity to invest in 
additional community facilities and amenities to meet needs.

On the other hand there will be a positive impact of providing 
housing and services to meet the shelter and other needs of 
new (and current) families. By providing an attractive place 
in which to live, work and recreate, the LAP can help to create 
a positive impact on the future of the community. A certain 
population threshold is required in order to create the critical 
mass and vitality needed to sustain local services and the 
amenities that will benefit the whole community. 

Negative impacts resulting from new residential development 
can be mitigated by careful layout and design, the sensitive 
use of existing site features, screening, landscaping and the 
planning control and enforcement system.

8.2.2 Flora
The most significant habitat type in the LAP area is hedgerow. 
Many of the hedgerows have a high biodiversity and generally 
the condition of the hedgerows ranges from very good to 
excellent. While land within the LAP area, which has been 
zoned for future development, contains mature hedgerows, 
it is acknowledged that it will not be possible to retain all 
these hedgerows. In mitigation, it is recommended that a 
detailed ranking survey of the hedgerows be undertaken as 
part of any planning application for significant development. 
New developments may also include the planting and re-
establishment of hedgerows.

The significant stand of pure blackthorn vegetation is located 
on land zoned ‘Objective G’, which is high amenity land. In this 
regard the site should remain relatively free from development 
thus providing some protection for this particular floral habitat.

One other important floral habitat pertinent to the area is the 
stone walls. While acknowledging that it may not be possible to 
retain all of these, where possible significant stone wall features 
shall be maintained and/or restored.
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The principle negative impact on flora will be the loss of habitat 
and biodiversity arising from developments on previously rural/
agricultural areas. However, much of the development will occur 
in areas that are less diverse in flora terms (areas of grass, rough 
grazing, sports fields, and cereal and fruit cultivation). It is likely 
that flora diversity in the LAP area will be enhanced through 
planting and landscaping objectives in the Plan.

8.2.3 Fauna
This is closely related to flora and habitats. The LAP area and 
immediate environs is home to a range of mammals that use 
the landscape for both habitation and feeding. Species present 
include: fox, badger, rabbit, hare, sika and red deer from the 
nearby uplands, stoats, rats and mice. The principle negative 
impact on fauna will be the loss of habitat and bio-diversity 
arising from developments on previously rural/agricultural 
areas.

Hedgerows are potential roosts for bats in the summer 
months, and would also be used as a base for foraging in the 
surrounding landscape. As a mitigative measure, as part of any 
development proposals, emphasis should be placed on Badger 
and Bat surveys, particularly in the townlands of Jamestown, 
Glenamuck North and Glenamuck South. While it would not 
appear that there are any invertebrates of special significance 
in the area, further investigation may be required as part of any 
significant local landscape change.

The landscaping objectives in the LAP are likely to enhance 
fauna diversity by creating new, and strengthening existing, 
ecological corridors.

8.2.4 Soils
It is not anticipated that significant impacts will occur to soil 
resources in the area as a result of development.

Lands to the east of Enniskerry Road comprise soils, which 
have the potential to support agricultural activities. While 
the majority of these lands have now been rezoned for 
development uses, the lands have already ceased being used for 
intensive agriculture. Lands to the west, which in agricultural 
terms, can really only support forestry and grazing activities, 
are still zoned for the protection of rural amenity (most likely 
function in this regard) and the development of agriculture (not 
likely to occur.)

Physically, impacts will occur to soil in areas as a result of re-
profiling and excavation associated with development, and is 
unavoidable. This re-profiling will result in localised changes in 
the area’s visual character.

8.2.5 Water
The principle impact on the (broader) area’s water resources 
will occur as a result of an increase in demand for resources. A 
further anticipated impact will be due to surface water run-
offs and waste water discharges from new developments. 
These impacts will be addressed through engineering solutions 
and facilities to cater for increased development. Careful 
design, siting and site development of infrastructure to deal 
with increased surface water run-off as a result of increased 
development areas can be addressed in the development 
control process.

There is a need to prevent/circumvent the contamination of 
the relatively pristine Loughlinstown River as a result of future 
development in the area. Any further contamination of the Golf 
Stream should be avoided. The necessary mitigation measures 
will need to be employed to effect the afore-mentioned.

8.2.6 Air
The development of the area will result in changes in air 
quality as a result of the emissions that can be expected 
from properties and vehicles. This may result in an increase in 
emissions although over the longer term the development of 
more energy efficient homes, properties and vehicles, and the 
provision of cycle and pedestrian networks may not result in a 
significant increase in emissions over current levels.

Tree planting associated with new development (and retention 
of existing trees where feasible) will assist with air purification.

8.2.7 Climate
There are no likely or significant impacts on climate anticipated 
from the LAP.

8.2.8 Landscape
Significant and lasting change will occur to the traditional 
landscape of the area as a result of development. This change 
is unavoidable if residential needs and demands are to be 
accommodated. Pragmatically, change may also be viewed 
as natural process, given that all modern landscapes are the 
products of generations of people (their needs and demands) 
and their environment. 

The preservation of a greenbelt around the LAP area to the west, 
south and east (by means the Objective ‘B’ and ‘G’ zonings), and 
the objective to preserve and/or re-instate field boundaries, 
hedgerows, stone walls and to introduce landscaping will help 
to ensure that biodiversity is protected, as well as visual and 
community amenity.

The visual amenity of the area can further be addressed 
through the planning application process by the requirement to 
provide high quality building design, appropriate landscaping 
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and screening, and restricting high rise development which may 
negatively impact on views of the Dublin mountains. 

8.2.9 Material Assets
It is anticipated that material assets will be improved through 
the development of additional and improved facilities as a 
result of development. This includes both natural and man-
made assets. Natural assets have been addressed in the 
foregoing sections, and some of the material assets that relate 
to heritage are addressed below. The LAP area will benefit 
through additional and improved facilities (roads, water 
supply, sewerage infrastructure and built fabric) as a result of 
development.

8.2.10 Cultural Heritage
Cultural heritage is the term used to describe the components 
of archaeology, architecture, urban design, monuments and 
decorative features. It also includes sites or areas of religious or 
folklore interest. 

The LAP and the CDP addresses the nature and extent of such 
cultural assets in the LAP area. The protection of such assets 
may be achieved through the development control process 
through its requirement for well-planned designs and sensitive 
development. Close consultation with Duchas – The Heritage 
Service will also ensure that any adverse impacts on the cultural 
heritage are avoided or mitigated.

8.2.11 Traffic Impacts
With regard to the Road Regulations (S.I. No. 119 of 1994), 
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is required to be 
undertaken for the Glenamuck District Distributor Road. Section 
50 of the Roads Act, 1993 (as amended by the EIS regulations 
(S.I. No. 93 of 1999) specifies the information required within 
the EIS. Over and above other listed requirements, a description 
of aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected 
by the proposed GDDR Scheme is required to be undertaken. 
Particular aspects to be assessed include: human beings, fauna, 
flora, soil, water, air, climate, the landscape, material assets and 
the cultural heritage.




