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Figure 4: Contour Map



16

Figure 5: Drainage and Water Catchments
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3.1.6 Water Catchment Areas 
& Surface Drainage

•	 Water courses (Fig. No. 5)

The Glenamuck River/Stream, which is a tributary of the 
Ballyogan Stream and Carrickmines Stream, is located to the 
west of Glenamuck Road and flows in a south-west to north-
east direction. The Ballyogan and Carrickmines Streams connect 
into the Shanganagh River located to the south of the R116.

The Loughlinstown River flows along the western and southern 
margins of the LAP area. According to the Historical Landscape 
Character Assessment Study for the area (see Section 3.5), 
the water in the River at this location is clear and there is no 
evidence of pollution along its length. 

The third stream present within the LAP area, is Golf Stream 
(a tributary of the Glenamuck Stream), which flows along the 
north-western boundary of the LAP area. The water quality of 
this Steam has been found to be compromised as a result of 
presence of the earlier landfill site.

In addition to the afore-mentioned rivers and streams, a 
number of smaller interceptor ditches occur in the area, most 
notably alongside and parallel to Glenamuck Road. Some of 
these ditches contain notable flows. Significant flooding in 
the Glenamuck Road environs has occurred in the past. This 
flooding may be as a result of locally poor draining soils, river 
flood, and the rising of the water table above land surface. 
Flooding also occurs on Enniskerry Road, just north of the 
Church of Ireland Church.

Two water catchment areas are evident in the LAP area with the 
‘high point’/ridge line aligned in a south-west to east alignment 
in the southern portion of the area. This has implications for 
foul drainage infrastructure.

Implications for LAP:

•	 There is a need to prevent/circumvent the contamination 
of the relatively pristine Loughlinstown River as a result 
of future development in the area.

•	 Any further contamination of the Golf Stream should be 
avoided.

•	 The water catchment divide, which traverses the area, 
will have implications for foul and surface water drainage 
of future development.

•	 Areas of current localised flooding occurrences will 
require attention/remediation.

•	 The high point/ridge line requires that the foul drainage 
scheme infrastructure needs to comprise components 
that are gravity operated, while other sections rely on 
being pumped.

3.2. Natural Environment

3.2.1 Flora
It is Council policy (9.2.10. Policy H10 of the CDP 2004-2010) that 
trees, groups of trees or woodlands which form a significant 
feature in the landscape or, are important in setting the 
character or ecology of an area shall be preserved wherever 
possible. The CDP currently identifies significant trees/
woodlands in a location in the extreme northern portion of the 
LAP area immediately east and west of Glenamuck Road (see 
Fig. No. 1). There are no formal statutory Tree Preservation Orders 
in the LAP area.

Of additional significance is a wooded strip, located along the 
south-eastern perimeter of the LAP area and zoned ‘Objective G’ 
(see Fig. No. 6), which contains a small stand of pure blackthorn. 
This blackthorn forms a dense stand of ten metre tall bushes 
that diminish to bushes of about one metre in the adjacent 
field. 

3.2.2 Biodiversity
Within the LAP area there are a number of distinct vegetation 
‘landscape types’ as identified by the HLCA Study (see Fig. No. 
6). These include: (i) Agricultural lands: Intensive and active 
agriculture including, cereal production, fruit production, and 
grazing grass cutting (not silage); (ii) Rough grazing poorer 
pastures; (iii) Sports grounds; (iv) Gardens and houses; and 
(v) Woodland. Each of these has typical habitat features and 
influence biodiversity in a characteristic way. These landscape 
types are described in more detail in Appendix C.

In summary, the village of Kiltiernan and surrounding 
countryside are or have been intensively managed by humans.

The most significant habitat type in the LAP area is hedgerow. 
Many of the hedgerows have a high biodiversity and 
preliminary inspection undertaken during the HLCA study, 
identified those classified as being mature as being over one 
hundred years old. In general the condition of the hedgerows 
ranges from very good to excellent. While land within the LAP 
area which has been zoned for future development, contains 
mature hedgerows, it is acknowledged that it may not be 
possible to retain all these hedgerows. Future development 
proposals on respective land parcels may necessitate the 
undertaking of hedgerow surveys.

Along the roads of the LAP area the main habitats are 
hedgerows and stone walls. While the margins of the R117 are 
of limited biodiversity value, along the Glenamuck Road and 
the R116 where gardens give way to agricultural lands the 
hedgerows are mature and rich in species, and for the main 
mature and well structured. 




