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Figure 6: Flora and Landuse
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On the approach to the village from Dublin and opposite 
the Church of Ireland church are fields with very overgrown 
hedgerows and well developed field margin communities. In 
and around the village while the churches, schools, garage, 
public house and houses have intensively managed and planted 
surrounds, the surrounding fields encroach on the village and 
no place is currently far from open agricultural countryside.

To the west of the village the managed agricultural and 
recreation lands give way to rough pastures and upland 
vegetation dominated by gorse. The hillsides are flanked by 
a network of very mature hedgerows that gives the area a 
superficially wooded appearance. Such areas could serve as 
buffers between the developing village and the less intensively 
managed hinterlands. A network of mature hedgerows link 
fragments of old woodland and more recent mature gardens.

3.2.3 Fauna
The Kiltiernan area is home to a range of mammals that use 
the landscape for both habitation and feeding. Species present 
include: fox, badger, rabbit, hare, sika and red deer from the 
nearby uplands, stoats, rats and mice. 

Hedgerows are potential roosts for bats in the summer months. 
These hedgerows would also be used as a base for foraging in 
the surrounding landscape. The Heritage and Planning Division, 
DoEHLG, advise that as part of any development proposals, 
emphasis should be placed on Badger and Bat surveys, 

particularly in the townlands of Jamestown, Glenamuck North 
and Glenamuck South. All bat species are protected under 
Annex IV of the EU Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/
EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and wild fauna and 
flora), as well as, under the Wildlife Acts 1976-2000. Badgers are 
protected under the Wildlife Acts 1976-2000.

While the HLCA undertaken for the area did not identify any 
invertebrates of special significance, further investigation may 
be required as part of any significant local landscape change.

3.2.4 Protected Areas
Within the LAP area there are no designated or candidate/
proposed Special Protection Areas (SPAs) or Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAC).

Within the LAP area boundary, there are no proposed Natural 
Heritage Areas (NHAs). However, located to the east of the LAP 
area there is proposed, under Natura 2000, one NHA referred 
to as Dingle Glen (Site Code 001207). This is a dry valley formed 
as a glacial lake overflow channel. While this Glen was formally 
cleared of vegetation, a woodland cover is now regenerating. 
The importance of this site lies in the variety of habitats within 
a relatively small area. The site is secluded and not subject to 
significant disturbance.
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3.2.5 Landscape Character Assessment
It is Council policy (9.1.1. Policy L1 of the CDP 2004-2010) to 
preserve and enhance the character of the landscape in 
accordance with the recommended strategies outlined in the 
Landscape Character Assessment (May 2002) and in accordance 
with the Draft Guidelines for Landscape and Landscape 
Assessment (DOELG). Landscape character areas along with an 
identified strategy are outlined in the CDP 2004-2010. Within 
the LAP area boundary, three Landscape Character Areas have 
been identified, namely the Kiltiernan Plain (No. 5), Ballycorus 
(No. 6) and Carrickmines (No. 13). Associated sensitivities/
strategies for each respective area are described in Appendix D.

3.2.6 Protected Views/Aesthetics
It is Council policy (9.1.3. Policy L3 of the CDP 2004-2010) to 
protect and encourage enjoyment of views and prospects 
of special amenity value or special interests. In the 
implementation of this policy it is the intention of the Council 
to prevent development that would block or otherwise interfere 
with a view, which is designated for protection and to preserve 
the prospects, listed in the Plan.

Roads or other public areas from which there is a view worthy 
of protection are shown on the Development Plan Maps. 
Within the LAP area views southwards from Ballycorus Road are 
identified as important (see Fig. No. 1).

Prospects (i.e. the distant object, notably mountains, being 
viewed), the preservation of which is an objective of the Council, 
include (amongst others) the following:

•	 Carrickgollogan from the Enniskerry Road (south of 
Kiltiernan Village)

•	 Three Rock Mountain and Two Rock Mountain from the 
Enniskerry Road (Sandyford -Kiltiernan area) and Sandyford 
Village.

3.2.7 Public Rights of Ways
It is Council policy (9.2.14. Policy H14 of the CDP 2004-2010) to 
“Preserve for the common good all existing public rights of way 
which contribute to general amenity” and to “Create new rights 
of way or extend or enhance existing rights of way in the interest 
of amenity.”

There are no identified public rights of way within the LAP area 
boundary. Two such rights of way located immediately to the 
west and east of the area, with their location being described 
as “Bishop’s Lane to Druid’s Altar via Kiltiernan Abbey” and 
“Glenamuck South; Ballycorus Road to Dingle Glen” respectively, 
were included on the CDP 2004-2010. Further to appeals to 
the Circuit Court, a portion of the Druid’s Altar right of way has 
been deleted from the CDP. The other ROW is still under appeal.

Implications for LAP:
•	 Any significant tree stands should be assessed for 

retention (where possible) as part of any planning 
application for development, most notably the stand of 
pure blackthorn on the ‘Objective G’ zoned site.

•	 It is recommended that a detailed ranking survey of 
the hedgerows be undertaken as part of any future 
development proposals, although it is acknowledged 
that it will not be possible to retain all of the current 
hedgerows.

•	 Any significant development proposals may necessitate 
a survey of mammal species present, with particular 
emphasis being placed on badger and bat surveys.

•	 Invertebrate surveys may need to be undertaken for any 
significant development proposals. 

•	 If possible and viable, routeways between habitats within 
(and adjacent to) the LAP should be encouraged in order 
to maintain local habitat biodiversity.

•	 With regard to landscape character areas present in the 
LAP, the most significant strategy identified for the area 
is the maintenance and restoration of field patterns and 
boundaries, where possible and viable.

•	 The preservation of the prospect of Three Rock and Two 
Rock Mountain from Enniskerry Road.

•	 The possibility of re-instating the two appealed rights of 
way via alternative routings. These rights of way provide 
access to Dingle Glen and the Druid’s Altar Dolmen 
respectively.

3.3 Architectural Heritage
It is Council policy (10.2.1. Policy AR1 of the CDP 2004-2010) to 
protect the architectural heritage of the County. In this regard 
the Council compiles and maintains a Record of Protected 
Structures and includes in the Record every structure or parts of 
such structures which, in the Planning Authority’s opinion, is of 
special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, 
scientific, social or technical interest.

3.3.1 Archaeology
Two archaeological sites are located within the LAP area 
boundary (see Fig. No. 7) and are as follows:
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Table 3.1: Archaeological Sites

Map Townland Duchas No. Classification Site

09 Carrickmines 
Great

DU026-018 Cross Base

09 Glenamuck 
South / 
Kingston

DU026-021 Enclosure Site

(Note: Structures, with the exception of those highlighted as sites, 
are also defined as Protected Structures.)

3.3.2 Protected Structures
Protected structures within the LAP area boundary are as 
follows (see Fig. No. 7):

Table 3.2: Protected Structures

Location Protected 
Structures Description

Enniskerry Road 
(‘north’)

Shaldon Grange

Kiltiernan Abbey (at 
Golden Ball)

House

Entrance Piers

Glenamuck 
Road

Rockville House and Gate 
Lodge

Kiltiernan Church of Our Lady of 
the Wayside

Church

Church of Ireland 
Parish Church

Church, School, 
Sexton’s Lodge, 
Boundary Walls 
and Gates

Enniskerry Road 
(‘south’)

An Muillean 

1-9 Moss Cottages

Old Post Office

Orange Lodge

House (formerly 
a cotton factory)

Houses

House & Shop

House

Bishops’s Lane 
(Kiltiernan)

Kiltiernan Lodge Entrance Gates

(Plus the House 
and barn which 
are outside the 
LAP area)

3.3.3 Conservation Area / ACAs
The Moss Cottages on Enniskerry Road have been designated a 
Conservation Area (CA) in the County Development Plan, 2004-
2010.

In terms of Section 10.3.3 Policy CA1 of the CDP, 2004-2010, 
‘Within a Conservation Area, the Council will have particular 
regard to the impact of a proposed development on the 
character of the area in which it is to be placed. The preservation 
of the existing character of an area does not preclude all 
forms of development. All proposals for new developments 
should preserve or enhance the character and quality of the 
environment within a Conservation Area’.

There are currently no designated Architectural Conservation 
Areas (ACAs) within the extent of the LAP boundary. However, 
a Phase 1 appraisal (Architectural Inventory and Character 
Appraisal) is due to be carried out for the Moss Cottages. This 
work forms part of the process to assess if the Cottages merit 
adoption of ACA status.




