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Section 2: Context
Preamble:
The spelling of the place name Kiltiernan’ or ‘Kilternan’ has 
varied over the years from as early as the 17th Century, with 
references from various periods alternating between the 
spellings.

In the Ordnance Survey Field Name Books, a number of 
variations are listed. Older versions of the place name in 
approximate chronological order from the 17th Century 
include: Kiltyernan, Killternan Parish, Kilturnan and Ballibetagh, 
Killturnan and Ballybetagh and Killternann. The researchers 
of the Ordnance Survey place name division recorded the 
following versions of the name in use in the early 19th Century: 
Cill Tigearnain, Kieltiernan, Kiltiernan and Kilternan.

In this Local Area Plan the version of ‘Kiltiernan’ is used based on 
the spelling that has been used by the Ordnance Survey since 
1837.

2.1 Broader Context 
(see Fig. No. 2)

The area comprising the Kiltiernan/Glenamuck LAP is situated 
to the south of Dublin City and generally in the foothills of the 
Dublin Mountains. Its location had long been strategic since it 
was on an important communication route leading southwards 
from Dublin City (Enniskerry Road (R117)). Historically this was 
‘frontier’ land between the settled land of the ‘Pale’ to the north 
and the Gaelic mountain lands to the south.

The LAP area, which is located centrally in the southern portion 
of Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council’s jurisdiction, is 
peri-urban in character. The South-Eastern Motorway (SEM) is 
located approximately 0.6 kilometres (km) to the north of the 
LAP area, with access via the Carrickmines Interchange. 

2.2 Local Context
The LAP area comprises the townland of Glenamuck North and 
portions of the townlands of Carrickmines Great, Glenamuck 
South, Glebe (E.D. Glencullen), Kiltiernan Domain, Kiltiernan 
and Kingston (E.D. Ballybrack) (see Fig. No. 3). The boundary 
line depicting the County Electoral Areas of Glencullen and 
Ballybrack traverses the LAP area. The majority of the area falls 
within the Glencullen Electoral Area.

The current main transport routes through the LAP area 
comprise Glenamuck Road, aligned through the central 
portion of the area in a north-east to south-west direction to 
intersect with Enniskerry Road (R117), which is aligned through 
the western portion of the area in a north-west to south-east 
direction. Portions of Ballycorus Road (R116) and Ballybetgah 
Road (R116) extend into the southern portion of the area east 
and west respectively off Enniskerry Road. A limited number of 
other minor roads / laneways serve properties located east of 
Glenamuck Road, and the Wayside Cottages on the western side 
of Enniskerry Road.

While development has to some extent clustered around the 
Glenamuck / Enniskerry Roads and Enniskerry / Ballycorus / 
Ballybetagh Road junctions, the overall development pattern 
is very linear and fragmented and as such, the LAP area lacks a 
strong physical identity or indeed, focal point.

The lands comprising the LAP area have already been allocated 
land use zonings, as contained in the County Development Plan 
2040-2010. Six land use zones are included within the extent of 
the LAP boundary and are as follows:

Table 2.1: Land Use Zonings

Zone Objective

A To protect and/or improve residential amenity.

B To protect and improve rural amenity and to 
provide for the development of agriculture.

E To provide for economic development and 
employment.

F To preserve and provide for open space and 
recreational amenities.

G To protect and improve high amenity areas.

NC To protect, provide for and/or improve 
neighbourhood centre facilities.

(Note: Appendix B provides details of uses permitted/open for 
consideration/not permitted in terms of these planning control 
objectives.)

In summary, the total extent of the respective land use zonings 
are as follows:
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Figure 3: Administrative Map
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Table 2.2: Areas of Respective Land Use Zonings

Land Use Objective Approx. Gross Total Area (ha)

Residential 96

Employment 21

Neighbourhood Centre 6.2

Agricultural 12.5

Open space/recreation 9.6

High amenity lands 2.2

The Kiltiernan/Glenamuck LAP area is also the focus of a 
number of Specific Local Objectives (see Fig. No. 1) which 
objectives are outlined below for ease of reference:

“It is an objective of the Council:-
12. To protect and enhance the community infrastructure of the 

Church of Ireland community in Kiltiernan.

13. To provide for residential development as part of an enhanced 
Kiltiernan village, which will include provision of playing 
pitches on the 8.5 ha. area zoned F “Open Space”, located on 
the south side of Glenamuck Road. No residential or other 
development to take place until these playing pitches are in 
operation.”

14. To prepare a Local Area Plan for Kiltiernan. That no 
development takes place until a Local Area Plan is approved.

15. To encourage the provision of incubator units for craft 
industries in Kiltiernan.”

Other objectives contained within the CDP, 2004-2010, 
which are applicable to the Plan Area include: Long Term 
Road Proposals, Six Year Road Proposals, a proposed Cycle 
Route, Protected Structures, Sites of Archaeological Interest, 
Preservation of Views, an Area subject to the Section 49 
Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme, a Traveller 
Accommodation site, and a County Council Housing Programme 
site. These are all indicated on Fig. No. 1 and are described 
in more detail under the relevant sections of this Written 
Statement.

The LAP area comprises two distinct areas namely, Glenamuck 
which is located in the northern portion and Kiltiernan in the 
southern portion (See Fig. No. 1). The characteristics and current 
developments within each of these areas are broadly described 
below.

Glenamuck
•	 The northern extent of Glenamuck Road comprises large 

properties (zoned ‘Objective A’) with well-established 
gardens and large detached dwellings. Similar type 

properties also occur in the area of Springfield Lane. Almost 
all of the houses are of 20th century stock.

•	 Located on the southern side of Springfield Lane are 
two approved residential developments (one of which is 
‘Cairnbrook’), the commencement of which was dependent 
on the installation of the first two phases of the Kiltiernan/
Glenamuck Water and Drainage Scheme. Density of the 
development varies from 56 to 68 dwelling units/hectare 
(du/ha) with heights ranging from 2-4 storeys. These 
developments are accessed from Glenamuck Road via a joint 
access roadway.

•	 The Glenamuck Cottages enclave, which is zoned for 
residential development, has a distinctive streetscape 
character. Dwellings located on Glenamuck Cottages road 
(bar Rockville Drive, which comprises two-storey semi-
detached dwellings) are almost predominately single storey 
cottage-style structures with black slate roofs.

The Council-owned site on Rockville Drive comprises the 
communal septic tank, which will be de-commissioned 
when the Kiltiernan Water and Drainage Scheme is 
operational.

•	 South of the Glenamuck Cottages is a tranche of agricultural 
zoned land comprising a property with a large detached 
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house, and then lands, which are currently utilised for 
agricultural purposes.

•	 Further to the south are two fields zoned for ‘Open space/
recreation purposes’. The western field is used for the 
grazing of cattle. The eastern field is the site for the 
relocation of the Wayside Celtic playing pitches, which was 
a Specific Local Objective of the 2004 County Development 
Plan.

•	 Immediately south of the future Wayside Celtic facility is a 
triangular-shaped portion of agricultural-zoned land used 
for grazing purposes.

•	 Located on the western side of Glenamuck Road in the 
north-western portion of the LAP area are two land parcels 
zoned for employment purposes. Sandwiched between 
these two land parcels is (i) a property zoned for residential 
development and (ii) the Bective Rangers training pitch 
(zoned for open space/recreation).

To provide context, the following approved developments 
abutting the LAP area to the north should also be noted:

•	 On the western side of Glenamuck Road are the two phases 
of ‘The Park’ development to comprise mixed land uses.

•	 On the eastern side of Glenamuck Road are two approved 
residential developments namely, ’Carrickmines Green’ and 
‘Carrickmines Manor’, totalling 550 residential units. Density 
of development ranges from 53-58 du/ha and heights range 
from 2-5 storeys.

Kiltiernan
The majority of the Kiltiernan ‘component’ comprises 
residential-zoned land, with the exception of the two proposed 
neighbourhood centre nodes and a site located on the southern 
side of Ballycorus Road, which is zoned for agricultural uses.

•	 Adjacent to the southern portion of Glenamuck Road are 
located two protected structures and their respective 
curtilages, namely ‘Shaldon Grange’ (c.18th century) on 
the western side of Glenamuck Road, and ‘Rockville House’ 

and associated ‘Gate Lodge’ (c. 1750) on the eastern side of 
Glenamuck Road.

•	 The balance of the surrounding lands comprise relatively 
large properties with 20th century suburban detached 
dwelling houses set in landscaped gardens. Of note are 
Greenmount (c.1900s), Rocklands and Greencarrick (c.1930s), 
and Willow Glen (c.1900s), which is an unusual Arts and 
Crafts style house.

•	 On the north-eastern corner of the intersection of 
Glenamuck and Enniskerry Roads is located a row of semi-
detached rural type cottages (c. 1900) on long narrow 
plots. These cottages have been much altered. Boundary 
treatments include stone front walling and elsewhere, 
planted hedgerows.

•	 On the western side of Glenamuck Road at the extreme 
southern end is located ‘Cromlech Close’, a County Council 
housing development. The site is the focus of Housing 
Programme objective. 

•	 On the western side of Enniskerry Road opposite the 
T-junction of Glenamuck/Enniskerry Roads is located the 
very distinctive entrance gateways (a protected structure) 
topped by two round granite balls. This ‘Golden Ball’ 
gateway was the entrance to the roadway that provided 
access to Kiltiernan Abbey (now no longer in existence). 
This roadway currently provides a right of way access 
to the Council’s reservoir and associated water works 
further to the west external to the LAP area. North of the 
‘Golden Ball’ entrance is Palmers Restaurant and Pub with 
associated parking to the rear. The Restaurant comprises a 
large double-storey Victorian building that has been much 



12

altered. Lands to the west are currently undeveloped and 
comprise open fields.

Within the vicinity of the crossroads is an interesting range 
of street furniture including: a pump, a Victorian wall 
mounted postbox and a built-in stile in a stone boundary 
wall on Glenamuck Road.

•	 Further to the north is the site of the ex-Southside Nursery 
comprising a range of industrial type buildings and 
greenhouses. A portion of this site is zoned ‘Neighbourhood 
Centre’

•	 To the north, and forming the northern boundary of the LAP 
area, are the lands comprising the Church of Ireland Parish 
Church site. This site includes the Rectory, Church of Ireland 
National Primary School, Church of Ireland church, Sexton’s 
Lodge, Parochial Hall, Parish Church graveyard, parking area, 
a paddock, tennis courts, pavilion, and a single storey all-
timber structure used for a sessional pre-school Montessori 
facility. All of these are contained in the townland of Glebe.

The ashlar granite Church (built in 1826) is an example 
of Gothic (perpendicular) Revival architecture including 
a steeply pitched roof, tall pointed windows, buttresses, 
pinnacles and a tall spire. The Sexton’s Lodge is a Tudor 
revival single storey cottage with rendered walls and 
slated roof (Victorian period). The Parochial Hall (originally 
a school) is a single storey structure with vertically 
proportioned window and a central gabled projected 
entrance porch erected in 1835.

Planning permission was granted for alterations and 
refurbishment at the Church Of Ireland National School to 

ultimately comprise eight classrooms and other associated 
purpose built rooms. The construction of the retirement 
complex, to comprise a 47-bed nursing home and 22 units of 
sheltered housing on the site, has been completed.

It is intended in due course to further upgrade the existing 
facilities on the Parish site by the provision of a new parish / 
community complex comprising part of the Parochial Hall.

•	 To the south of the ‘Golden Ball’, are located the ‘Wayside 
Cottages’ accessed via a cul-de-sac roadway off the western 
side of Enniskerry Road. Wayside Cottages are an example 
of an early 20th century (c.1930) rural cottages development 
arranged in a formal manner. The house plots are long and 
narrow and the cottages are laid out with a regular shallow 
building line. The original character of a number of the 
houses has been interfered with (extensions added and 
windows replaced.) The original metal railing boundaries 
survive in a number of places.

•	 South of the Wayside Cottages are various sized properties 
comprising mostly 20th century detached houses all with 
septic tanks. Land to the west comprises undeveloped fields.

•	 To the north-west of the Ballybetagh/Enniskerry Roads 
junction is ‘Our Lady of the Wayside RC Church’, which 
distinctive blue church (a protected building) is an easily 
recognisable landmark in the area. To the west of the 
Church, and accessed from Ballybetagh Road, is Our Lady 
of the Wayside National School. This School has recently 
undergone extensive refurbishment/extensions.

•	 Located on the north-western quadrant of the junction of 
Enniskerry and Ballycorus Roads is a petrol filling station 
(with associated facilities) and Ambrose Glass Motors, both 
featuring mid-20th century structures.
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•	 On the southern side of Ballybetagh Road is the VEC Adult 
Education Centre comprising a single storey building, 
associated outbuilding and a car park facility. The site of this 
facility also includes an open field to the rear of the existing 
facilities, which is currently used for sports activities/games. 

•	 The residential zoned lands in the south-western portion 
of the LAP area (abutting Enniskerry Road to the west and 
east and on Ballybetagh Road) comprise a range of different 
sized properties accommodating detached dwelling units 
of varying styles and ages. The Mill House located on one of 
these properties is a protected structure (18th century).

Of note are a number of buildings dating from the Victorian 
era. Adjacent to the Enniskerry/Ballycorus Roads junction is 
a sequence of single storey stonewalled rural-type cottages 
(late 19th century) on small rectangular plots.

•	 The relatively large properties on Ballycorus Road comprise 
late 20th century detached suburban houses with extensive 
gardens and plot boundaries defined by planted hedgerows 
and fencing

•	 The extreme southern portion of the LAP area has a very 
distinctive character comprising as it does of a number 
of protected and other buildings dating from the 19th 
century. These include: the semi-detached, single storey, 
vernacular type Moss Cottages (Nos. 1-9), and the focus 
of a Conservation Area objective, and two other protected 
structures namely, the Old Post Office (late 19th century) and 
the vernacular Georgian-style Orange Lodge (present name, 
‘Boghall’). Other significant buildings at this location include 
Verney Lodge (single storey vernacular type late 19th century 
gate lodge) and a two-storey vernacular Georgian rural 
dwelling of random rubble stonewalling and slated roof.

In addition to the existing 19th century vernacular cottages 
and houses, other features in this node include a stone 
bridge over the Loughlinstown River, a wooden framed 
water pump, pillar-box, a surface cobbled rainwater channel 
aligned in front of the Moss Cottages, and a high-level 
granite wall plaque inscribed ‘Kilternan’ on the northern-
most Moss Cottage.




